
The Trailblazing Times
“Do not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and leave a trail” 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Winter is on its way!
The semester is coming to a 
close! New sports seasons are 
starting and Christmas is on its 
way. Though Thanksgiving is over, 
we should always find ways to be 
thankful for what we have.

Here are tips for the semester finals:

Above, Beckman students included what they were thankful for.
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Preview

1. Get some sleep
2. Get a checklist of what needs to 

be done (we’re all somewhat 
forgetful)

3. Don’t waste time on what you 
cannot control

4. Create clever ways to remember 
everything

5. Talk to your teacher about what 
you should study the most



Q&As: 2

We asked the 
Junior High 
some questions 
about their 
Thanksgiving 
breaks. These 
are their 
responses. 

By: Alyssa,Joe,
Kennedy, and 
Michael

Mason & Laura, 
8th grade

1.Do you travel for Thanksgiving?
2. What is your favorite meal?
3.Where do you go black friday shopping?

Mason D: 
1.Yes, we go to Manchester.
2. We like to eat turkey for our Thanksgiving meal.
3. We sometimes goes to Walmart.

Kaylee L:
1. I just go to my family’s house. I don’t travel far.
2. We eat ham on Thanksgiving. 
3.I go to Target and Starbucks.

Laura M:
1. We go to Waterloo to see family every year.
2. We eat turkey and mashed potatoes.
3. We go to Shoe Carnival and Kohl's on Black Friday.



We asked Mr. Atwater about Junior High Wrestling: 

How has the season gone so far? 

He said, “The season has gone great so far. Every 
student has improved and keeps continued to 
improve every meet.”

What do most like about coaching? 

He said, “It has been fun to coach this group of kids 
because they want to get better and are great at 
taking what we do in practice and applying it in 
matches.”

Coach, 
Atwater



Outdoors: 4

Questions:
How many acres do you have out?

How many acres do you have to go?

How is the weather making it not able to get in 
the fields?

The weather this year 
has not been good for 
the farmers because 
of the rain, snow, and 
cold weather. Will 
they get all of the 
crops out in time?

By: Ben, Mason, Courtney, 
James, and Alec



Isaac B.
1. We have 
1300 acres out.
2. We have 
1600 acres left.
3. “The weather 
is not helping 
us get into the 
field. It is not 
good.”

Tanner O.
1. We have 400 
acres out.
2. We have 20 
acres left.
3. “It is very 
muddy and the 
stalks are too 
wet to get 
bales made.”

Drew T.
1. We have 720 
acres out.
2. We have 280 
acres to go.
3. “The weather 
has not been 
good for us to 
harvest.”

Noble H.
1. We have 30 
acres out.
2. We have 50 
acres left.
3. “It is very wet. 
I wish the 
weather would 
stop raining and  
for the ground 
to dry up.”

Outdoors



Advice 
Column: 6

Do you feel like you are having 
some trouble this school year 
or have question about 
something? You can write down 
your problems or struggles on 
a piece of paper. Then you can 
put it in the advice box in Mr. 
Broxson’s room.  Someone will 
answer your questions.

Here are some questions that 
have already been put in the 
advice box.

Q- What is girls track 
like?

A- Girls track is a 
really good experience 
to get out and do 
something fun with 
your friends. After a 
long winter it is good 
to get out and do a 
sport.  Many of the 7th 
and 8th grade girls 
last year had a lot of 
fun

Q- Should I try out for 

another travel basketball 

team.

A-Yes, it is always good to try 

something new out because 

you might have a lot of fun.  

Make sure that you don’t have 

to much going on and don’t 

have time for school.

ADVICE



Q-How do I pick better friends?

A-  Your friends are supposed to be people 
that help, encourage, and care for you. 
You should be able to tell them anything 
without being afraid.  You should always 
be able to be yourself around them.  If you 
can’t do that around your friends you 
should just tell them in a nice way that I 
might not hang out with you as much 
because I don’t think that we get along 
very well.

Q- How do I deal with drama or bullying?

A- If you are getting bullied tell an adult or a 
teacher that you trust right away.  Don’t be 
afraid to tell someone it will only get worse if 
you don’t.  Try not to get involved in the drama 
that happens.  Otherwise apologize to the 
person and try to be friends again.

Q2- How are you 
planning to keep up with 
homework doing sports?
Answers- Isaac B.-  I will 
use my study hall and do 
it in my free time or in 
class.
Tanner O.- I’ll do it in my 
free time or study hall.
Dylan R.- I will get it done 
in my study halls and 
Blazer Time



This Month in History: 8

The pilgrims held their 
2nd Thanksgiving in 
1623, to celebrate the 
end of a long drought. In 
1789 George Washington 
issued the first 
Thanksgiving 
proclamation. Finally in 
1863 President Abraham 
Lincoln made it a holiday.

Interview:
Mr.Sheston:
Q.What are some 
commons 
misconceptions 
about 
thanksgiving?
A. Pilgrims are 

not puritans.
They probably 
didn’t not eat 
turkey. More 
like lobster 
and deer.

This year Thanksgiving is on Thursday November 28. 
In September 1620 the Mayflower set sail for 
America.They set anchor on the tip of Cape Cod. 
Half of the members of Mayflower didn’t live to 
see the first spring. An Indian that was enslaved, 
but bought his freedom, showed the pilgrims how 
to farm the soil. The harvest was a huge success 
and the pilgrims invited the indians to a feast. The 
first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621 over a 3 
day harvest festival. It included 50 Pilgrims, and 
90 Wampanoag Indians. It is believed by historians 
that only 5 women were present.Turkey wasn’t on 
the menu at the first Thanksgiving. Venison, duck, 
goose, oysters, lobster, eel, and fish were likely 
served, alongside pumpkins and cranberries (but not 
pumpkin pie or cranberry sauce!) 



Interview:Mrs.Derr
Q.      What is your favorite    
thing about All Saints Day?

A. “I think it is cool about 
how we remember those 
who have died and they 
become alive in us by doing 
that..It is a meaningful 
tradition.” 

All Saints Day is celebrated on 
November 1st, for the Roman 
Catholics. For Eastern 
Orthodox Churches, it is 
celebrated on the 1st Sunday 
after Pentecost.

Pope Gregory III made All 
Saints day a holy day in the 
mid-eighth century and moved 
it to November 1st.

Who is it for?
All Saints Day remembers 
all those who have entered 
heaven, including saints 
recognized by the Catholic 
Church, and those who are 
not saints.



Thanksgiving is an 
important time of 
the year when we 
begin to think of 
what we are thankful 
for, especially 
mashed potatoes!! 
and gravy!!!

Thanksgiving 
traditions matter, 
so we interviewed 
people about 
theirs on the next 
page.

By Eli, Luke, Benton, 

and Laura.



Breanna c
1 Eating Food
2 Praying
3 Hang out with 
cousins.
4 Sometimes                                      

Mason D
1 When they 
were shooting 
squirrels and his 
cousin put the 
gun to his face 
and it cooked 
back and hit him 
in the face.
2 Eating Turkey. 
Beefing up.
3 Spend Time 
with family .
4 Omg of 
course! Likes 
the Steelers.

James R
1 When his 
cousin was born.
2 Making 
Gingerbread 
houses.
3 Watch Movies 
with cousins.
4  Yes. Likes the 
Vikings

Questions
1 Favorite 
thanksgiving 
Memory
2 Favorite 
thanksgiving 
Tradition
3 Favorite thing 
to do
4 Do you watch 
football



Sports: 12Sports
With fall sports coming to an end, winter sports are starting up.  High school 
volleyball made it to state, and went to the finals.  In the championship, we won the 
first set to Western Christian. After our first set victory, unfortunately we lost the 
next three sets.  As for Junior High winter sports coming up, we have wrestling and 
girls basketball.  Good luck to all the students participating in winter sports.  Good 
job to those who have finished fall sports.

Mr. Michels has coached
jr. high, freshman and 
sophomore football, 8th girls 
and freshman boys basketball, 
and currently coaching boys 
golf.

Mr. Broxson has played
baseball/softball, basketball, 
volleyball, football, track, and 
cross country in school or in 
adult leagues.
He currently coaches 
basketball and track.  

Mrs. Hogan has done
every sport that was 
possible, and she currently 
coaches volleyball.

Mr. Sheston has played
 football, baseball, and even 
wrestled.  
Currently, he coaches girls golf and 
jr. high football.



Sports

Sports

Favorite Sports

Kael G- Football

Libby H- Soccer

Parker- Soccer

Claire H- Volleyball

Carter H- Baseball

Cole H- Baseball

Favorite Sports Team

Kael G- Packers(Football)

Libby H- Hawkeyes(Football)

Shawn B- Saints(Football)

Parker D- Barcelona(Soccer)

Claire H- Hawkeyes(Football)

Carter H- Cubs(Baseball)

Cole H- Cubs(Baseball)



Current Events: 14 

 Thanksgiving

-Max Editor and reporter 
 -Morgan reporter

-Jessie  Graphic designer
 -Kaylee Interviewer

 -Lucas Task Manager and part interviewer

The Detroit Lions and 
the Chicago Bears 

will be playing football 
on Thanksgiving at 

11:30 am.

The Buffalo Bills and the 
Cowboys will play at 3:30 

pm

The Saints and 
the Falcons will 
play at 7:20 pm

The Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Parade 

will take place in Central 
Park at 9:00 am.



Current Events InterviewsQ:Where are You going 
for Thanksgiving

Ethan:Go to peoples 
houses                         
Griffin:To relatives homes 
and trap shooting  
Alexie:Going to my 
Grandma’s

People Interviewed

Griffin-7th
Alexie-7th
Ethan-7th

Q: What is your 
favorite thing to eat?

Ethan:Potatoes
Griffin: Ham
Alexie: Ham

Q: Are you watching the 
Macy’s Day Parade?

Ethan:No
Griffin:No
Alexie:No

Q: Who do you want to win, Bears or 
Lions?                        

Ethan:Lions
Griffin:Bears

Alexie:Lions



Reviews: 16Question 
What do you think of 

Luke Combs new album?  
Response

Dylan- 4/5
Gianna- 3/5
Ellie- 4/5
Shane- 3/5
Nicole- 3/5
Jake- 2/5
Alyssa- 4/5
Alec- 4/5
Joe- 0/5
Laura- 3/5 

 
 

Question 
What do you 

think of Disney+? 
Response

Dylan- 3/5
Gianna- 4/5
Ellie- 5/5 
Shane-  5/5
Nicole- 5/5 
Jake- 3/5
Alyssa- 4/5
Alec 4/5
Joe- 4/5
Laura- 4/5 

Looking at the scores 
it looks like Disney+ is 

a well liked product 
throughout JH.

The ratings show that 
Luke Combs’ album isn’t 
the best but it is liked by 

some people in JH. 

Reviews
By Sarah R. Noah G. Thomas T. and 

Maddie S.



ReviewsQuestion 
        What do you 

think of Thomas 
Thier’s new 
hairstyle?
Response

Dylan- 4/5 
Jake- 4/5
Gianna- 0/5 
Ellie- 1.5/5  
Shane-  0/5 
Nicole- 2.5/5 
Joe- 1/5
Laura-  2/5
Alec- 0/5
Alyssa- 1/5 

Question 
What do you think 
of Snapchat’s new 

update?
Response

Dylan- 0/5 
Gianna- 0/5 
Ellie- .2/5
Shane-  0/5 
Nicole- 4.5/5 
Jake- 3/5
Joe-  0/5
Laura- 3/5
Alec- 2/5
Alyssa- 1/5

Reviews
Thomas changed 
his hair because 
the humidity went 
down and so the 
curls go into 
hibernation.

Not most people 
like the new 
Snapchat update 
looking at the 
ratings but some 
people like it. 



Brain Teasers: 18
1.They are pregnant
2.C
3.Left or there would be a 

door shown
4.Make the 6 a 0
5.5

1

2
3

4
5



Brain Teasers

1

4

Riddles!

If apples come from apple 
tree where  do turkeys 
come from.
A poul-tree 
What’s an  unhappy 
cranberries called?
Blueberries
What’s never hungry at 
thanksgiving?
The turkey because its stuffed
Why did the turkey cross 
the road?
It was the chicken’s day off
Why did the turkey cross 
the road twice
To prove he wasn’t chicken


